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PREFACE

 
There are arguments both for and against the publication of a handbook

such as this. On the negative side, making an answer key available to students
might tempt some of them to use it as a substitute for having to find the
answers on their own. This would diminish the teaching value of the
exercises. On the other hand, even the most conscientious students will
sometimes be in doubt about the correctness of their answers to the exercises.
Ideally, their work should be monitored on a regular basis, but time restraints
and other factors often make this impractical. Still, it is poor pedagogy to
make assignments in the exercises and then fail to provide the opportunity for
students to check their work and correct their errors. This is why a number of
users of the Grammar have requested the preparation of a handbook such as
this. It is hoped that providing this help will enable students to resolve their
individual problems at home, thus freeing up valuable class time for matters
of broader concern.

Requests for the handbook have come from yet another group of users. It is
made up of students who for one reason or another are studying Hebrew on
their own. The Grammar was designed primarily for use in a classroom
setting, but these persons, whether by choice or necessity, are using it to
teach themselves. The handbook should make their private study of the
language far more effective.

The purpose of the handbook is to facilitate the use of the Grammar, but
not to revise it or to make it into a more advanced textbook. Revisions and
corrections are made directly to the text of the Grammar itself, each time it is
reprinted. This ongoing process of revision has been made possible by the
willingness of users to share their suggestions and by the availability of
modern computer technology. The text of the Handbook has been
coordinated with that of the third printing of the Grammar.

The lessons in the handbook follow the same order as those in the
Grammar. Each handbook lesson may contain some or all of the following
sections:

Answer Key
All exercises requiring written answers are supplied with an answer key. A



few exercises at the beginning of the Grammar are omitted because they
require oral instead of written answers.

Footnotes
The answer keys are footnoted where grammatical and syntactical

problems exist. Footnotes are kept to a minimum to avoid tiresome
explanations of the obvious. The student is sometimes referred to relevant
sections of the Grammar for additional information. There may also be cross
references to related sections of the Handbook.

Additional Helps
Various types of practical helps are included from time to time under this

heading. Suggestions are offered for expediting the student’s progress in the
language. Important historical data are occasionally highlighted.

Suggestions for Further Testing
Sample tests on the various lessons of the Grammar are provided here.

They represent the accumulated experience of a number of persons who have
taught the course. The tests may be copied and used as written, or adapted in
any way the teacher may choose. These sample tests have not been supplied
with answer keys.

Dr. Terry L. Burden and Dr. Timothy G. Crawford have assisted in the
preparation of the Handbook. Both have had classroom experience in the
teaching of the Grammar. They have given invaluable assistance in the
format and content of this book. Dr. Burden has also been responsible for
providing a camera-ready manuscript for the publication. These two deserve
much of the credit for whatever usefulness the Handbook may have.

Page H. Kelley
Spring, 1994



LESSON I

 

Answer Key
(Cf. G, pp. 4f.)

 

[Note: References to the Grammar are abbreviated as G; those to the
Handbook appear as H.]

I.3 Transliterate the following verse (Ezek. 38:12, one of twenty-six
verses containing all the letters of the alphabet).

 

lšll š11 vlvz bz lhšyv ydkh ‘l rvvt(a) nvšvt v’l ‘m
m’sf mgvym ‘ h mqnh vqnyn yšvy(a) ‘l bvr h’r

 

I.5 Locate and identify all the final forms of letters that occur in the
verse above.

 

I.6 Transliterate the Hebrew names for all consonants as they appear in
G, 1.8, pp. 2f.

 





I.7 Certain letters are similar in form and thus easily confused. Examine
the following letters and learn to identify each by name.

 

I.8 Certain letters sound alike. Learn to identify these letters by name.
 



I.9 What do the letters in each of the following groups have in common?
 

(1)  (These six consonants are called the BeGaD KeFaT
letters and may be written either with or without the dagesh lene,
depending upon whether or not they are preceded by a vowel. Cf.
G, 1.9, p. 3; G, 6, p. 12.)

(2)  (These are the only BeGaD KeFaT letters whose
pronunciations in Modern Hebrew are softened when they occur
without a dagesh lene. Cf. G, 1.9, p. 3.)

(3)  (These are the forms taken by the letters  when
they occur as final consonants in a word. Cf. G, 1.11, p. 3.)

(4)  and sometimes , are classified as gutturals.
Cf. G, 1.12, p. 3.)

I.10 Transliterate the following proper names and try to identify them
from their consonantal forms. A reference is given to indicate where
each may be found in the Hebrew Bible.

 





Footnotes

 



(a) In this first lesson,  is consistently transliterated as “v” and yôd as
“y,” although this produces some rather strange combinations of
letters. In subsequent lessons it will become apparent that certain
letters, especially  and yôd, represent consonants only when they
begin a word or a new syllable within a word. Otherwise, they stand
as component parts of long vowels and are known grammatically as
matres lectionis (cf. G, pp. 6, 7, 18, 437). Understanding the frequent
function of these letters as vowels, or vowel indicators, will greatly
facilitate their transliteration.

(b) The English language takes certain liberties with Hebrew proper
names. First, the English language capitalizes proper names, although
there are no capital letters in Hebrew. Second, English translations
sometime make a single name from a compound name, as in
“Bethlehem.” Third, the English language frequently anglicizes the
spelling of Hebrew names, as in “Rebecca.”

Additional Helps

 

The Origin and Early History of Biblical Hebrew
 

Hebrew belongs to the Semitic family of languages, a classification based
on the cultural-linguistic elements of Genesis 10:21-31. Semitic languages
are usually divided according to their geographical distribution into Northeast
Semitic, Northwest Semitic, and Southwest Semitic. Northeast Semitic
consists mainly of Akkadian, which in turn is divided into two dialects,
Babylonian and Assyrian. Northwest Semitic is comprised of Amorite
(known mainly from proper names), Ugaritic (known from the Ras Shamra
tablets, discovered in 1929), Canaanite (known from inscriptions), Moabite
(known almost exclusively from the Mesha stele), Hebrew, and Aramaic.
Southwest Semitic includes Classical Arabic (the language of the Quran),
Southern Arabic (known from inscriptions), and Ethiopic.

Before they arrived in Canaan, the Hebrews probably spoke a form of
proto-Aramaic. Having settled in Canaan, they borrowed and adapted its
language, although it is not known how much time was required for this



process to be completed. Indications of the Canaanite origin of Hebrew are
obvious. The Bible itself describes the language as “the language of Canaan”
(Isa. 19:18). Elsewhere it is described as “Judahite,” i.e., as the language
spoken by the inhabitants of Judah (2 Kgs. 18:26, 28; Neh. 13:24). The
earliest known use of the term “Hebrew” to designate the language is in the
Prologue to Sirach (c. 180 B.C.E.). In Rabbinical writings it is often referred
to simply as “the sacred language.”

During the Babylonian exile and the following centuries, Hebrew was
gradually replaced by Aramaic as the everyday language of the people. Still,
Hebrew remained the literary language of the Jews. Among the late books of
the Hebrew Bible, Esther and Ecclesiastes show rather strong Aramaic
influence. Portions of Ezra and Daniel are actually written in Aramaic, at
least in the form in which they have survived. A late variety of Hebrew
mixed with Aramaic and variously know as Mishnaic, Rabbinic, or Tannaitic
Hebrew is preserved in the Mishna, the oldest part of the Talmud, and in
other Rabbinic writings.

In recent times Hebrew has been resurrected as the language of the new
State of Israel. However, Israeli Hebrew is significantly different from
Biblical Hebrew, especially in its vocabulary, grammar, and syntax.

Biblical Hebrew reflects the history of the Hebrew people and their
interactions with their neighbors. It does this by the use of loan words and
phrases characteristic of neighboring languages as well as by the physical
appropriation of neighboring scripts. Though the books of the Hebrew Bible
were largely edited under the influence of southern (i.e., Judean) editors
(either in pre-exilic Judah or during the Exile) other influences also survive.
For example, the difficult text of Hosea has long been regarded as “corrupt”
because of its divergence from standard Hebrew word forms, syntax, etc.
However, more recently some scholars have suggested that these difficulties
are due rather to dialect and that Hosea reflects the northern (i.e., Israelite)
dialect of the time (cf. Judg. 12:6).

The Hebrew Bible is largely grammatically uniform considering the vast
centuries involved in its composition, but significant differences appear
between the various documents. The time factor in the development of the
language appears most dramatically when comparing earlier books (Samuel
and Kings) with the latter books (Ecclesiastes, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, and
Chronicles).



Suggestions for Further Testing

 

1. Five letters take different forms when they are final in a word. Write
each of these, first in its regular and then in its final form.

 

2. Write the six BeGaD KeFaT letters, first with and then without a
dagesh lene.

 

3. Write the five letters that are classified as gutturals.
 

(a) _______ (b) _______ (c) _______ (d) _______ (e) _______
(sometimes)

 

4. Use the space above each letter in the following verse (Ezek. 38:12)
to number the letter according to its alphabetical order. Repeated
letters should be numbered alike. The same is true of regular and final
forms of certain letters. Remember that  and  are also numbered
alike (cf. G, 1.3, p. 2).

 

5. From your study of the Glossary (cf. G, pp. 424ff.), define the
following terms.

 



1)  Alphabet
(2) Aramaic
(3) BeGaD KeFaT Consonants
(4) Dagesh Lene
(5) Hebrew Language
(6) Semitic Languages
(7) TANAKH



LESSON II

 

Answer Key
(Cf. G, pp. 9ff.)

 

II.3 The following combinations of Hebrew letters and vowels sound
like English words with which you are familiar. However, the
combinations for the most part have no meaning in Hebrew. See if
you can discover an English word that matches each of the sounds.

 



II.4 We learned that  and  can function not only as consonants but also
as vowels (matres lectionis). See if you can determine which of the
following words use  as a consonant and which use it as a vowel. (Cf.
G, p. 6)

 



II.5 See if you can determine which of the following words employ  as
a consonant and which employ it as a vowel.

 

II.6 Point the following words (supply them with vowels) by consulting
a dictionary or word list. (Cf. G, pp. 374ff.)

 

II.7 Listed below are the letters of the alphabet written in their full
Hebrew forms. Transliterate the Hebrew names for these letters and
practice pronouncing them.

 
Example: , ’ ; , ; etc. [The accent mark used in  and

elsewhere in this list is explained in G.8.1(1), p. 16.1



II.8 Here is a similar list of the vowels. Transliterate these and practice
pronouncing them.

 



II.9 Transliterate the proper names listed below and practice
pronouncing them in Hebrew.

 



Footnotes

 

(a)  functions as a vowel when it occurs immediately after a consonant
and is pointed either as  ( ) or  ( ). Examples in this exercise
are , and .

(b)  functions as a consonant when it occurs at the beginning of a
word or a new syllable within a word. In all such cases,  must be
written with an accompanying vowel, which may be either a half-
vowel or a full vowel. Examples in this exercise of  that begin
words are , and . An example of  at the beginning of a
new syllable with a word is found in . The division of words into
syllables will be studied later in Lesson IV (cf. G.12, pp. 19ff.).

End of this sample Kindle book. 
Enjoyed the sample?
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